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part in getting rid of absolute monarchy; some ol
them even sought admission to the soldiers and workers'
councils, but so far as Miss Sender was concerned she
resisted such admission. In any case it would appear
that the leadership of the Social Democratic Party
and the Trade Unions was, as a whole, unwilling for
the rapid fundamental change which was necessary if
Germany was to become a complete and permanent
democracy.
In parts of the country the workers and soldiers'
councils became real instruments of local government,
but as the new political order settled down, and after
elections had taken place, a bourgeois republic evolved
which remained a bourgeois republic despite the on
and off participation of the Socialists in the Govern-
ment. The mistake was made of permitting a good
deal of the old and unsuitable political apparatus to
survive and a considerable proportion of the old un-
demdcratic personnel to function. The result was
that much of the civil service, much of the military
command, and some of the police command, was
fundamentally unfaithful to the new political order.
The German Republic was nowhere near vigorous
enough in introducing big changes into the apparatus
of government and into the personnel of administration.
For what should have been happening was not so much
the peaceful succession of one Government by another
Government as the result of a general election, but the
building up of a new political order fundamentally
different from that of the days of the Kaiser. And
unfortunately, throughout wide circles of the political
elements of the new Germany, there was either not the
desire or the will or the iron determination to eliminate